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       Office hours: M, 3-5 pm; R, 12-1 pm, & by appt.  
This seminar will survey some of the major currents and problems in the history of modern western democratic thought. The inquiry will unfold in two tracks: the first and most overt one involves a review of and engagement with the classical conceptions of democracy, and modern and contemporary responses to those, in newer frames, such as the liberal, deliberative, radical and the agonistic ones. The second track will involve pursuing the persistent and varying preoccupations of democratic imaginations over time—the people, the public, equality, presence, representation, identity, self-identification, voice, inclusion, sovereignty, authority, legitimacy, citizenship, etc., and seeing where the morphings take place and where an older haunt gets narrated differently.  While it is apt to recognise democracy as one pattern of governance, is there something of a deeper connection between the tasks of political thought/philosophy and the tasks of democracy itself? How does democracy emerge from this relation, as a character, characteristic, model or system? 

It is only fair to expect that the conversations attempted speak from and to the iterated possibilities and deliverances of democracy around us, and that our theorizing of democracy  proceed from and toward democratic not thwarted by the questioning of passé conceits (even of democracy itself) and perhaps boldly replacing them with more pressing ones! An attention to longstanding debates is crucial here, so that we can ask and answer important questions about the possibilities and promises of a real democracy, in real time. 

required texts  (all other readings are excerpted and available on e-reserve)
Benhabib, Seyla. Democracy and Difference. Princeton, 1996


Held, David. Models of Democracy. Stanford, 2006


Honig, Bonnie. Democracy and the Foreigner. Princeton, 2003

Markell, Patchen. Bound by Recognition. Princeton, 2003

Mills, Charles and Carole Pateman. The Contract and Domination. Polity, 2007




Mouffe, Chantal. The Democratic Paradox. Verso, 2000


Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. Basic Political Writings. Hackett, 1987


Warner, Michael. Publics and Counterpublics. Zone Books,1995


additional texts you do not need to purchase


Allen, Danielle. Talking to Strangers. Chicago (selections on e-reserve)

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (online, public domain)

Aristotle, Politics (online, public domain)

· Christian Meier, Athens: A Portrait of the City in its Golden Age, Metropolitan Books, 1998  (selections on e-reserve)
Elizabeth Wingrove, Rousseau's Republican Romance. Princeton, 2000 (selections on e-reserve)
Henaff, Marcel and Tracy Strong. Public Space and Democracy. Minnesota, 2001 
Jacob Burckhardt. The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy (online, public domain)

Laclau, Ernesto. Hegemony and Socialist Strategy. Verso, 2001 (selections on e-reserve)



Machiavelli. The Prince and Discourses on Livy (online, public domain)

Martel, James. Subverting the Leviathan. Columbia, 2007 

Miller, James. Rousseau: Dreamer of Democracy. Yale, 1996 (selections on e-reserve)
Pateman, Carole. Participation and Democratic Theory. Cambridge, 1976
(selections on e-reserve)

Ranciere, Jacques. Disagreement: Politics and Philosophy. Minnesota, 1998 ((selections on e-reserve)

Soboul, Albert. The Sans-Culottes (selections on e-reserve)
Strong, Tracy, Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Politics of the Ordinary Rowman & Littlefield, 2002 (selections on e-reserve)


course requirements

i. Seven responses to readings, handed in at the beginning of class, answering questions noted on the syllabus for a given week. Please note that while the questions sound very general, they cannot be answered without close reading and textual references, and referring to multiple readings. You will choose SEVEN weeks for which to do this. Eesponse to a week’s questions and readings to be submitted the same week. (There will be no exceptions here. You have ample choice, so PLEASE plan ahead). (30%)
ii. a 15 minute (6-7 page) written presentation on the week’s readings (25%),  and a 10 minute critical discussion of another student’s presentation (10%). The presentation will engage and assess a critical issue in the week’s readings (think of it really as a well-argued 7-8 page paper that you will read out in class; no summaries here). The presenter will provide a copy of the presentation to me and the discussant by the Monday before class, no later than noon. The discussant will then take the day to develop a coherent and connected commentary on the presenter’s work, and read this out (again, no summaries, but good, reflective, critical questions closely engaging with the presenter). 
iii. A 15 page research paper handed in at semester’s end, with proposal handed in at on Tuesday, March 10.  (30%)

iv. active, thoughtful, and substantive class participation; “good citizenship” (priceless).  A key element of this is posting a discussion question on the  course discussion board  by 9 pm  the Monday before class.  Everyone must write a question for every week.

class schedule
The readings below are from the required texts that must be procured, or, if marked with an asterisk, are available on e-reserve. 

Week I—20 January: Introduction 

Held, Models of Democracy, Introduction

Week II—27 January: Classical Democracy

Held, Chapter 1

Aristotle, Politics,  Book 1 (1, 2), Book 2 (1-5), Book 3 (1,4,9,11,12), Book 7 (1,2,12,15)*

Donald Kagan, Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy, pp. 46-64*       

Recommended

Aristotle, Ethics, Book 1 (1-10, 13), Book 2 (1-7), Book 5 (1,2,7)*

Christian Meier, Athens: A Portrait of the City in its Golden Age, pp. 375-433*

· Question: What is at stake for democracy and its possibilities in the claim that man is a political animal? How does Periclean Athens appear in Aristotle’s writing?

Week III—3 February: Republicanism  
 

· Held, Chapter 2
Niccolo Machiavelli, Prince, (Selections)*

Machiavelli, Discourses (Selections)* 

Recommended

Jacob Burckhardt. The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy*
George Feaver, The Eyes of Argus: The Political Art of Niccolo Machiavelli
Question: What is the essence of a republic? How does Machiavelli’s own “political art” substantiate his discussion of the arts of politics in The Prince and The Discourses? 

Week IV—10 February: Prefigurings of Liberalism, and the Worry about  Presence


Thomas Hobbes. Leviathan (Selections TBA) 

Jacques Ranciere, Disagreement. Chapters 1 and 2* 

Hanna Pitkin, Selections on Representation*

Anne Philips, “A Politics of Ideas, or a Politics of Presence” in Democracy & Difference, pp. 139-152

Recommended
James Martel, Subverting the Leviathan
Question: What is the body politic and what holds it together? What is Hobbes’ biggest contribution to democratic theory?

Week V—17 February: Democracy and Rights


Held, Chapter 3

John Locke, Treatise of Civil Government (Selection)*

Ronald Dworkin, “Rights as Trumps”*

Jeremy Waldron. “John Locke: Social Contract versus Political Anthropology”*

Jeremy Waldron. “Participation: The Right of Rights”*

Jeremy Cohen. “Structure, Choice, Legitimacy: Locke’s Theory of the State”*

Claude Lefort, “Human Rights and the Welfare State,” in Democracy and Political Theory*

Recommended

Kymlicka and Norman, “Return of the Citizen”*

Stephen Holmes, Passions and Constraint, pp. 134-77, 202-35* 

Question:

What is the foundation of Locke’s social contract? Why and how is it so?

WINTER BREAK

Week VI—3 March:
Inequality, History and The Premises of Democracy



Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discourse on the Origins of Inequality
Tracy Strong, Politics of the Ordinary (Selection)*

Recommended

James Miller, Rousseau: Dreamer of Democracy (Selection)*


Question:

What is the relation between history and democracy, and between inequality and democracy? How do these two relations illuminate each other?

Week VII—10 March: Participatory Democracy

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Social Contract (Selection TBA)

Carole Pateman, Participation and Democratic Theory (Selection)*

Elizabeth Wingrove, Rousseau's Republican Romance (Selection)*

Question: 

What does Rousseau mean when he says that people may be “forced to be free”? 

Week VIII—17 March: Direct Democracy and Revolution
Held, Chapter 4

Marx and Engels, Civil War in France + Supplementary Materials

Laclau & Mouffe. Hegemony and Socialist Strategy. (Selections)*

Joan Landes, “The Performance of Citizenship,” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 295-308

Recommended

Albert Soboul, The Sans-Culottes
Question: 

What are the conceits and presumptions of a people’s revolution? (What is the relation between humans and history? Are there others possible?) 

Week IX—24 March: Deliberation and Democracy I

John Rawls, “The Idea of Public Reason Revisited”* 

John Rawls, "Justice as Fairness: Political not Metaphysical," Philosophy and Public Affairs 14 (1985).*

Sheldon Wolin, “The Liberal/Democratic Divide: On Rawls’ Political Liberalism,” Political Theory (February 1996), 97-119 

Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”*



Richard Rorty, “Idealizations, Foundations and Social Practices” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 333–335

Recommended

Jeffrey Stout, Democracy & Tradition, pp. 63-91* 

Question: 

What is the relation between liberalism and democracy?

Week X—31 March: Deliberation and Democracy II

Held, Chapter 9

Michel Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?”*

Seyla Benhabib, “Toward a Deliberative Model of Democratic Legitimacy,” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 67-94. 

Jurgen Habermas, “Three Normative Models of Democracy,” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 21–30.

Recommended

Jürgen Habermas, The Inclusion of the Other, pp. 75-101 

John Rawls, “Reply to Habermas,” The Journal of Philosophy 92 (3) 132-80.*
Question:

What is deliberation? Who deliberates in a deliberative democracy?  

SPRING BREAK

Week XI—14 April: Beyond Deliberative Democracy    



Chantal Mouffe, The Democratic Paradox (selection TBA)

Jack Knight and James Johnson, “Aggregation and Deliberation,” Political Theory 22, no. 2 (1994): 277–96

Lynn Sanders, “Against Deliberation,” Political Theory 25, 3 (June 1997): 347–76

Iris Young, “Activist Challenges to Deliberative Democracy”*

Iris Young, “Communication and the Other: Beyond Deliberative Democracy,” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 120–135

Nancy Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing Democracy”

Ranciere, Chapter 3*

Question: 

 What contesting logics constitute democracy?

Week XII—21 April: Negotiating the Plural and the Public
Michael Warner, Publics and Counterpublics
(Chapters 1-4)

Ranciere, Chapters 4 and 5*

Carlos Forment, “Peripheral Peoples and Narrative Identities” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 314-325

Recommended

Danielle Allen, Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education, pp. 53-118, pp. 161-186

Question: 

Are all marginal populations counterpublics? OR What is the relation between democracy, the public and politics?
Week XIII—28 April:   Democracy and  Justice



Patchen Markell, Bound by Recognition (selection TBA)
Nancy Fraser, “Gender Equity and the Welfare State,” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 218-236
Question: 

Is it fair to say that redistribution and recognition are two poles of democratic “ends”? Why, and why not? What else are we/can we be bound by or to?

Week XIV—5 May:  Generic Democracy 

Sheldon Wolin, “Fugitive Democracy,” in Democracy and Difference, pp. 21-31

Bonnie Honig, Democracy and the Foreigner  (selection TBA)
Question:

What is the relation of the foreigner to democracy and democratic possibility? What is the relation between democracy and politics? 

FINAL PAPERS DUE—Wednesday, 13 May

