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   Office hours: T, 1-2 pm; R, 10 am—noon; by appt.  
“Heaven is a place, a place where nothing ever happens,”writes political theorist William Connolly in his critique of secularism where he proposes a pluralism that can  richly reconcile secularist and theistic thinking. Politics and theology have always shared an object—the city—the former with its etymological roots in the greek word polis, and the latter in the desire to establish the dominion of god over the earth as a weak trailer of what is to follow. In the modern era, the artistic and cultural secularism attempted by the Renaissance blossoms to administer the creation of some walls in this city, walls between the political and the theological, the church and the state, among others, enforcing an exit of religion from politics. 

Beginning with Marx’s views on the farce of liberal secularism, and Weber’s treatment of the disenchantment and de-spiriting of modern life, the course winds through twentieth century political theory and its attempts to understand the history of this disenchantment, its sources and meanings, and the subsequent attempts to re-enchant our political existences. It works with the premise that while the mostly destructive role of religion in contemporary global politics may tempt us to tout the praises of secularist politics, this judgment may be too facile, and secularization and its effects need to be studied historically in order to understand that the state of the world today may owe something to the very process in which we seek redemption. This is not to prejudge in the other direction either, but just to open up the question of the possibilities of relations between politics and ethics, politics and religion, politics and the messy wholes we call our lives, that have been ruled out by too quick an acceptance of the separations that modernity prescribes. 

Strands of contemporary political theory deal with the consequences of secularization in modernity, and understand that perhaps the problems we face demand solutions that force different configurations of religion and politics that are not only closer to any given truth of their constitution and to the logics of our subjected bodies, but also open up new ways of thinking and enacting the same. The course will move through rich and voluminous retellings of the story of secular modernity by intellectual historians (as triggers to go back to the primary sources where possible), to end with theorists who are responding to the need to go beyond the  secular/religious split, whether by travelling with Marx to contend with the re-emergence of political theology, or by reexamining St. Paul, among others. There is the feeling, though, of “something new taking place” when atheists join in the chorus of voices with orthodox theologians in order to think past capitalism and other terrors. What is desirable or not about this newness is a question we will together try to answer.

 

TEXTS

Required

Agamben, Giorgio. The Time That Remains: A Commentary On The Letter To The Romans. Stanford, 2005

Asad, Talal. Formations of the Secular: Christianity, Islam, Modernity.
Stanford, 2003

Badiou, Alain.
Saint Paul: The Foundation of Universalism. Stanford, 2003

Blumenberg, Hans. The Legitimacy of the Modern Age. MIT, 1985

Connolly, William. Why I am not a Secularist.
Minnesota, 2000

Derrida, Jacques. Acts of Religion. Routledge, 2001

Gauchet, Marcel. The Disenchantment of the World. Princeton, 1999

Zizek, Slavoj. The Neighbor: Three Inquiries in Political Theology. Chicago, 2006

Recommended

Aquinas, Thomas. On Faith and Reason. Hackett, 1999

Bennett, Jane.
The Enchantment of Modern Life. Princeton, 2001

Casanova, Jose. Public Religions in the Modern World. Chicago, 1994

Chadwick, Owen. The Secularization of the European Mind in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge, 1990

Lupton, Julia. 
Citizen-Saints: Shakespeare and Political Theology. Chicago, 2005

Manent, Pierre. An Intellectual History of Liberalism. Princeton, 1996

Zizek & Davis. Theology and the Political: The New Debates. Duke, 2005

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Scribes and Gadflies: Every session, one student will perform the duties of a scribe for the class (taking notes) that s/he will formulate into a narrative to share with the rest of the classmates. The same student will commence the following week's discussion either by reading out his/her script and/or finding other ways of channelling one week’s closure to open up another week's questions. This will be 10% of the grade. 

Active class participation is required. (10%) For the purposes of reading and discussion, the class will be divided into two groups, A & B. Please read the course schedule carefully to see which portions of a text are assigned to which group. All assigned text should be read by everyone UNLESS groups are identified in parentheses.

Every student will write 4 responses to weekly readings during assigned weeks (3-4 pages each), a review of a supplementary text (5-6 pages) and a final paper that expands on one or more of the papers written during the term (12-15 pages). All assignments are due at the beginning of each class on the day they are due. The review of the supplementary text shall be due with the final paper. 

Scribe/Gadfly

10%


Participation


          
10%

Four Weekly Essays

          
40%

Book Review of Supplemental Text   15%

Final Paper                                             25%

Note: Late submissions will NOT be graded. 

CLASS SCHEDULE

In the course schedule below, all references are to required and recommended texts, unless otherwise stated. Readings marked with an asterisk are on electronic reserve. 

Week I—23 January 

Introduction—Basic Questions

Review of Marx and Weber…Some in-class reading on liberalism

*Geuss, Raymond. “Liberalism and its Discontents”

“Foreword” & “Introduction” from Gauchet, Marcel. The Disenchantment of the World
Week II—30 January

Gauchet. The Disenchantment of the World. 
Part One (Group A)

Part Two (Group B)

*Steven Englund. “Converting To Religion After its Demise” 

Week III—6 February  
 

Blumenberg, Hans. The Legitimacy of the Modern Age
Foreword and Translator’s Introduction

Part I, pp. 3-120

Week IV—13 February  



Blumenberg. The Legitimacy of the Modern Age (contd.), Part III


pp. 229-241, pp. 243-342 (Group A)


pp. 229-241, pp. 343-452 (Group B)

Week V—20 February


Asad, Talal. Formations of the Secular: Christianity, Islam, Modernity (entire)

*Mahmood, Saba. “Interview with Talal Asad: Modern Power and the Reconfiguration of Religions Traditions”

WINTER BREAK

Week VI—6 March 






Connolly, William. Why I Am Not A Secularist (entire)

Week VII—13 March 



Derrida, Jacques. Acts of Religion. (Selections TBA)

*Edwards, Ian. “Derrida’s (Ir)religion: A Theology (of Difference)”

Week VIII—20 March



Derrida. Acts of Religion (contd.)  TBA

Week IX—27 March 



*Saint Paul. “Letter to the Romans”  (with Notes to Letter to the Romans)

*Goodchild, Philip. The Exceptional Political Theology of Saint Paul” 

*Oventile, Robert. “Saint Paul: Friend of Derrida?”

SPRING BREAK

Week X—10 April 



Agamben, Giorgio. The Time that Remains: A Commentary on the Letter to the Romans
*Gignac, Alain. “Taubes, Badiou, Agamben: Reception of Paul by Non-Christian Philosophers Today”

Week XI—17 April  



Badiou, Alain. Saint Paul: The Foundation of Universalism

*Whitson, Roger. “Alain Badiou’s St. Paul”

*Goldenberg, Mario. ‘A Conversation with Alain Badiou”

*Miller, Adam. “An Interview with Alain Badiou”

Week XII—24 April 



Zizek, Santner and Reinhard. The Neighbour


Introduction


Zizek, Slavoj. “Neighbours and Other Monsters: A Plea for Ethical Violence”


Reinhard, Kenneth. “Toward a Political Theology of the Neighbour” (Group A)


Santner, Eric. “Miracles Happen” (Group B)

Millbank. “Materialism and Transcendence” in Theology and the Political 
Week XIII—1 May 

Zizek, et al. eds. Theology and the Political: A New Debate  (contd.)

Group A 

Introduction

Eagleton. “Tragedy and Revolution”

Zizek. “The Thrilling Romance of Orthodoxy”

Group B

Introduction 

Davis & Riches. “The Theological Praxis of Revolution”

Schwartz. “Revelation and Revolution”

Week XIV—8 May 

Zizek, et al. eds. Theology and the Political: A New Debate 

Group A 

Desmond. “Neither Servility Nor Sovereignty”

Negri. “The Political Subject & Absolute Immanence”

Ward. “The Commodification of Religion”

Hefty. “Truth and Peace”

Group B

Critchley & McCarthy. “Of Chrematology”

Surin. “Rewriting the Ontological Script of Liberation”

Kaufman. “Violence and the Incorporeal”

Blond. “The Politics of the Eye”

FINAL PAPERS DUE—Wednesday, 16 May 

Supplementary Texts for Book Review: 

Bennett, Jane.
The Enchantment of Modern Life. Princeton, 2001

Chadwick, Owen. The Secularization of the European Mind in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge, 1990

Lupton, Julia. 
Citizen-Saints: Shakespeare and Political Theology. Chicago, 2005

Manent, Pierre. An Intellectual History of Liberalism. Princeton, 1996

Casanova, Jose. Public Religions in the Modern World. Chicago, 1994

