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he title of this course is more of a question I hope we can answer over the span of semester. The course explores the ways in which human beings create politics through collective action, ordinary and heroic, that finds its logics outside of given institutions, outside of realpolitik as we know it. By looking at social movements across the globe, and sporting different ideological, moral and pragmatic frames, we may be able to get at an alternate formulation of “real” politics, what it can and does mean, where it happens and who participates in it. 

The course will approach social movements, at first instance, topographically—at the macropolitical, the mesopolitical and the micropolitical levels, addressing the terrain and the features, the internalities and externalities, leading into multiple logics of personal, social, individual, collective, institutional, domestic, intragroup and intergroup relations that ultimately constitute any political practice. In terms of our work for the semester then, this tripartite structure will entail dealing with certain delimitied areas of inquiry sequentially. Alongside the readings assigned, we will be working on certain problematics that unsettle and cut across these largely epistemologicaly convenient areas, and some of these are as follows: 

· questions of participant identity

· the phenomenon of solidarity—natural or manufactured—as an embodied experience (aesthetics broadly considered)

· social movements as political by other means in “peactime” as compared to war and revolution as politics by other means in, er, “wartime” (primarily directed at those troopers who have done the other part of the course)—and the kinds of parallels this may invoke for the sake of exploration

· cultures of movements, beyond dyadic relations between movements and their “objects” variously understood 

· the question of “consciousness”; class as concept that haunts the study of social movements

· the various registers of “movement” within the narrative of modernity and the social sciences; related to which, various ways of theorising and locating political action and practice

The Social Action Workshop component of the course will entail participation in a working group tackling one chosen problematic, and involving individual research on (1) a a specific movement in history, and close analysis of the same on the basis of the reading assignment and choice problematics and (2) a movement or collective action scenario at Simon’s Rock, or practical involvement in an existing group or collective. 

 

REQUIRED TEXT  
Ruggiero, Vincenzo and Nicola Montagna, eds. Social Movements: A Reader.  Routledge, 2008 (referred to, in reading schedule, as SMR)

Snow, David, Sarah Soule and Hanspeter Kriesi eds. The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements. Wiley-Blackwell, September 2007 (referred to, in reading schedule, as CSM)
Hobsbawm, E.J.  Primitive Rebels: Studies in Archaic Forms of Social Movement in the Nineteenth and Twentieht Centuries. W. W. Norton & Company

Coles, Romand. Beyond Gated Politics: Reflections for the Possibility of Democracy. University of Minnesota Press, 2005 

Thompson, E.P. Making of the English Working Class
Chakrabarty, Dipesh. Rethinking Working-Class History. Princeton University Press 2000 

Gay, Peter Weimar Culture: The Outsider as Insider. W.W. Norton & Co. , 2001

Lyon, Janet. Manifestoes: Provocations of the Modern. Cornell University Press, 1999
Readings marked with an asterisk will be available via e-reserve, and accessible through the stable JSTOR urls where indicated. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

(1) active, thoughtful, and substantive class participation; 

(2) paper presentation on assigned date (a 6-7 page paper on the week’s topics, shared with assigned discussant by Monday at noon, and delivered in the class as a formal presentation); 

(3) discussant comments on a classmate’s paper on date assigned;

(4) participation in a working group, and fortnightly diaries/process notes/updates; 

(5) final paper; compilation, with concluding analysis and statement, building on 2, 3 and 4. 
CLASS SCHEDULE

In the course schedule below, all references are to The Social Movements Reader (abbreviated as SMR), and Social Movements: An Introduction (abbreviated as SMI) unless otherwise stated. Readings marked with an asterisk are on electronic reserve. The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus—you will be consulted for, and informed of, changes made. 

Week I—1 September: Introduction to a Topographic Approach to Social Movements

SMR, Introduction, pp. 1-6

CSM, Introduction, pp. 3-11

part i: macropolitics and macrostructures

Week II—8  September : Parsing the Social from the Movement 

Working Group Proposal Due
SMR, Parts 1 & 2, pp. 7-85

Week III—15 September: The Spectre of Class  


Thompson, E.P. Making of the English Working Class. Selection TBA

*Cooper, Frederick. “Work, Class and Empire: An African Historian's Retrospective on E. P. Thompson.” Social History 20, no. 2 (May 1995): 235-241. http://www.jstor.org/stable/4286269.  
*Chandavarkar, Rajnarayan. “'The Making of the Working Class': E. P. Thompson and Indian History.” History Workshop Journal, no. 43 (Spring 1997): 177-196. http://www.jstor.org/stable/4289496.  
Chakrabarty, Dipesh. Rethinking Working-Class History. Princeton University Press, 2000.  Chapters 1, 3, 6. 7 
Week IV—22 September: Grievance, Unrest, Protest


CSM, Chs. 2, 3, 10 (pp. 19-42, 47-64, 217-236)

SMR, Ch 24 (pp. 170-176)

Week V—29 September: Mobilising Resources and the Political Process  


CSM, Chs. 6, 20, 29 (pp. 67-86, 116-143, 694-712)
SMR, Ch 25 (pp. 177-185)
Week VI—6 October: Culture and Newness 
CSM, Chs. 5, 17, 22 (pp. 91-109, 380-405, 508-525)

SMR, Chs. 27, 28, 29, 30, 32 (pp. 201-225, 235-240)
Olofsson, Gunnar. “After the Working-Class Movement? An Essay on What's 'New' and What's 'Social' in the New Social Movements.” Acta Sociologica 31, no. 1 (1988): 15-34. http://www.jstor.org/stable/4200682.  
FALL BREAK 
Week VII—20 October: 



Gay, Peter. Weimar Culture: The Outsider as Insider. W.W. Norton & Co., 2001.  
Berliner, Brett A. “Mephistopheles and Monkeys: Rejuvenation, Race, and Sexuality in Popular Culture in Interwar France.” Journal of the History of Sexuality 13, no. 3 (July 2004): 306-325. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3704836.  
part ii: profiling the movement

Week VIII—27 October: Components—Organisation, Leadership, Environment 

CSM, Chs. 7, 8, 9, 11 (pp. 155-167, 171-191, 197-213, 242-259)
Week IX—3 November: Interactions and Locale
CSM, Chs. 13, 14, 23, 28 (pp. 294-306, 311-329, 531-548, 666-688)

Southall, Humphrey. “Agitate! Agitate! Organize! Political Travellers and the Construction of a National Politics, 1839-1880.” Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 21, no. 1. New Series (1996): 177-193. http://www.jstor.org/stable/622932.  
Week X—10 November: Membership and Belonging

CSM, Chs.15, 25, 26 (pp. 339-352, 576-598, 608-634)

Gould, Roger V. “Multiple Networks and Mobilization in the Paris Commune, 1871.” American Sociological Review 56, no. 6 (December 1991): 716-729. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2096251.  
Gould, Roger V. “Trade Cohesion, Class Unity, and Urban Insurrection: Artisanal Activism in the Paris Commune.” The American Journal of Sociology 98, no. 4 (January 1993): 721-754. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2781234.  
part iii: from micropolitics and microstructures to metapolitics
Week XI—17 November: Actions


CSM, Ch. 12 (pp. 262-284)

Lyon, Janet. Manifestoes: Provocations of the Modern. Cornell University Press, 1999.  (selection TBA)
THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week XII—1 December: Identity  and Solidarity
CSM,  Chs. 18, 19, 24 (pp. 413-425, 433-451, 555-571)

SMR, Chs. 36, 38 (pp. 272-278, 289-295) 
Gould, Roger V. “Revenge as Sanction and Solidarity Display: An Analysis of Vendettas in Nineteenth-Century Corsica.” American Sociological Review 65, no. 5 (October 2000): 682-704. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2657542.  
Week XIII—8 December:  Revisiting Spectralities

*Rancière, Jacques, and Andrew Parker. The Philosopher and his Poor. Duke University Press, 2003  (selection TBA)
Hobsbawm, E. J. Primitive Rebels: Studies in Archaic Forms of Social Movement in the 19th and 20th Centuries. First Paperback Edition. W. W. Norton & Company, 1965.  
Week XIV—15 December: Reclaiming Spectralities

Coles, Romand. Beyond Gated Politics: Reflections for the Possibility of Democracy. Univ of Minnesota Press, 2005.  
FINAL PROJECTS DUE—Monday, 21 December 




